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• Since 1992

• More than 5000 projects 

financed so far

LIFE – L’instrument Financier pour 

l’environnment



• The LIFE programme as a whole constitutes a 100% contribution 

to the objectives and targets of the European Green Deal.

• The only EU programme dedicated exclusively to the environment, 

nature conservation and climate action. 

• For the years 2021-2027, a budget of 5.43 billion €.

The new LIFE programme



Structure

Nature and 
biodiversity:

Circular economy      

and quality of life:

Climate  mitigation 
and adaptation

Clean energy 
transition

Sub-programmes General objective

To contribute:

• to the shift towards a clean, circular, 

energy-efficient, low-carbon and climate-

resilient economy, including through the 

transition to clean energy

• to the protection and improvement of the 

quality of the environment and 

• to halting and reversing biodiversity 

loss, thereby contributing to sustainable 

development.



Halting and reversing biodiversity 

loss.

Supporting Natura 2000 network 

and PrioritisedAction Frameworks.

Mainstreaming nature and 

biodiversity objectives into other 

policies and financing programmes.

Typical actions

Integrated implementation of PAF and

BiodivesrityStrategy

Contribution to:

Projects supporting nature

conservation and restoration in the

Natura 2000 network .

Species protection.

InvasiveAlienSpecies

Ecosystem restoration and much

more …

Financing of small scale grants,

particularly in Overseas Countries and

Territories and Outermost Regions

Sub-programme Nature and Biodiversity



circular economy, noise,  air, 

chemicals, green and circular 

economy, industrial accidents, 

marine and coastal management, 

noise, soil, waste, water, and the 

urban environment.

Typical actions

Integrated projects beyond air, water,

waste to other areas such as circular

economy.

Promote upscale and access to

finance.

Contribution in the
areas of:

Support to public authorities and other

stakeholders to implement EU

environment legislation.

Support to technologies and solutions

that are ready to be implemented in

close-to-market conditions, at industrial

or commercial scale, during the project

duration. Demostration+ best practices

Sub-programme Circular Economy and 
Quality of life



On climate mitigation, projects that

contribute significantly to the

implementation of:

• the 2030 energy and climate policy 

• the EU Member States’ National 

Energy and Climate Plans

• European Union's mid-century and 

long-term climate and energy 

strategy
On climateadaptation:

• projects that support the

implementation of the new EU

adaptation strategy and related

national implementation

The transformation of the European 

Union into a climate-neutral and -

resilient society, especially through:

Climate Change Mitigation

Climate Change Adaptation

& Related Governance

Contribution to:

Sub-programme Climate Mitigation and 
Adaptation



The sub-programme Clean Energy Transition 
predecessors: Intelligent Energy Europe continued under H2020- SC3- market uptake 

Building policy and 
regulatory 

framework

Rolling-out 
technology, services 

and business models

Attracting private
finance

Mobilising local and 
regional investments

Engaging and 
empowering  
consumers

Contribution to: 

creating market & 

regulatory enabling 

conditions in the EU 

territories for the 

energy transition 

Type of activities: developing and spreading best practice, mobilising investments, improving skills, 

removing market barriers, raising awareness, educating, empowering. 



• Action grants

• Standard action projects (SAPs) Strategic Nature Projects (SNAPs)

• Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPs)

• Technical Assistance (TA)

• Other actions (OA) – mainly Clean Energy Transition subprogram : 

higher co-funding rate but almost exclusively personnel costs (no 

equipment)

• Operating grants

Types of Grants funded under LIFE



There are 3 calls for LIFE SAP: 

• LIFE Nature and Biodiversity

• LIFE Circular Economy and Quality of Life

• LIFE Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation 

• STANDARD FUNDING RATE = 60 %

• One stage application procedure: Full proposal to be submitted by 30 
November 2021

Standard Action Projects (SAPs)



There is 1 call for LIFE Integrated Project  
covering:

• SNAPs:

(LIFE Nature and Biodiversity)

• SIPs:

(LIFE Circular Economy and Quality of Life

LIFE Climate Change Mitigation and 
Adaptation)

Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPs) 
Strategic Nature Projects (SNAPs)

Two Stage application procedure: 

- Concept Note by 19 of October 2021

- Full proposal by 07 April 2022



LIFE at Funding & tender opportunities website

New



• https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-calls-proposals_en

• CINEA-LIFE-ENQUIRIES@ec.europa.eu

LINK TOWARDS INFO DAY

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-calls-proposals_en
mailto:Julien.tami@ec.europa.eu
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